
Post-class Assignment: Collocations 

 

Lesson plan 

Topic Collocations 

Aims - to revise common collocations 
- to boost students' confidence 
- to promote cooperative learning 
- to develop deduction skills 
- to promote students’ creativity 

Level Intermediate 

Age  teenagers 
Class size 16-22 

Time needed 45 minutes 

Materials ppt game; projector; 4 desktop/laptop 
computers 

 

Intro:  

 
      I have created this lesson for my senior students. They are about to start the upper-

intermediate course which they find a bit intimidating. They do not excel at English, but I 

believe they know it better than they think. And I intend to prove it to them. 

      I plan to give this lesson at the beginning of the new school year, which starts on 

September 2nd , hoping to relieve some of their stress and anxiety. They are going to 

revise some common English collocations and, hopefully, feel more confident about 

their English at the beginning of their final year at high school. 

       

Procedure: 

 Lead-in  (3 min) 

 

          Write several collocations on board: break the law, save money, hard work, flying 

saucer, a business plan, chocolate mousse 

          Inform Ss that these are all examples of common English collocations and ask them to 

try to explain the meaning of the word collocation. 

   



 

  Revision of common collocations – word associations game (10-15 min) 

      (ppt game, two teams, frontal) 

 

      Project the ppt onto the screen.  

      Divide Ss in two teams (blue team and red team). Give instructions.  

           Game rules: The game of associations consists of four hidden columns and the final 
solution. By clicking on a cell of the column, the player opens it and has a chance to 
guess one of the solutions. 

           The player is trying to reveal the solution to the column or the final solution. 
           If the player finds the solution to a column,  he has the right to guess other columns or 

the final solution. If the player's solution to a column or the final solution is incorrect, 
the other player has the opportunity to open the cells if there are unopened cells or 
guess the solution to a column or the final solution. The winner is the player who reveals 
the final solution. (A note: my students have played this game and know the rules.) 

           Inform Ss that the solution to each column is a word that collocates with all the words 
in the column. The final solution is a word that collocates with the words that are 
solutions to the columns. Let the Ss open fields (the blue team starts). When they 
choose a field, you click on it and reveal the clue. The team that finds the final solution, 
wins. Think of a way to reward them. 

            Get Ss to think of some sentences for given collocations. Write some of them on 
board. Elicit a few examples of other verbs that collocate with the word representing the 
final solution. 

 

 Writing practice (20 min) 
(group work) 
 

           Put Ss into four groups. Make sure the groups are diverse in terms of language 
proficiency and gender. Assign one verb (solutions to the columns) to each group. Tell 
them they should think of as many words that collocate with it as they can. They should 
also come up with sentences which illustrate the use. Ask them to write their examples 
on board. 

 

 Round-up (up to 10 min) 
(group work) 
 

     Ask Ss to create word clouds out of the collocations they have thought of. (They have 
worked hard, it's time to have fun.) 

 
      Suggestion: Print out their wordles and display them in the classroom. 
 
 
 


